Brief comment text:

I strongly oppose the radical reconfiguration of the 902-928 MHz band proposed by NextNav in Docket 24-240. This band is a unique, shared ecosystem used by a broad range of users and technologies, including Amateur Radio, which have all coexisted successfully without disruption. The proposed changes would not serve the broad public interest and could severely impact a variety of services and users, including those crucial to emergency communications.

As an Amateur Radio operator (K6KJN), I’ve observed firsthand the increasing reliance on 902-928 MHz, particularly in regions where other bands (420-450 MHz and 1240-1300 MHz) are restricted due to military or satellite uses. Amateur operators have integrated into this band with minimal interference to other users, and these systems are critical for emergency communication. If NextNav’s reconfiguration is approved, it would drastically curtail this capability, jeopardizing Amateur Radio’s role in public safety.

Furthermore, 902-928 MHz is integral to numerous commercial and experimental systems, including LoRa-based IoT technologies, 802.11ah (Wi-Fi HaLow), and legacy services like Automatic Meter Reading (AMR). This band has fostered innovation, providing an open, adaptable space for developing new wireless technologies. NextNav’s proposal would disrupt these systems, forcing costly reconfiguration or shutdowns, and stifle future innovation.

NextNav asserts that only its proprietary system can provide backup Positioning, Navigation, and Timing (PNT) services, yet alternative technologies like Broadcast Positioning Systems (BPS), eLORAN, and Inertial Navigation Systems (INS) are already available and do not require reconfiguration of 902-928 MHz.

In conclusion, NextNav’s proposal would displace an entire spectrum ecosystem that serves a wide variety of public, commercial, and emergency needs. The Commission should prioritize the broadest possible public interest and reject NextNav’s reconfiguration of 902-928 MHz.
